Functional Behavior Assessment

Date: 11/2/05
Name:  Sample Student
Age:  11-7 years
Grade: 6th
School: BMOP

Definition of Target Behaviors:

Non-compliance: refusing to work, not following directions, failure to comply with class routines, arguing, communicating in a confrontational tone

Inappropriate noises: inappropriate verbalizations (e.g. “you’re stupid”), disruptive or loud noises, shouting, joking with other students, incorrect use of objects. 

Assessment Methods Used:

Evaluator and/or staff collected data using Antecedent Behavior Consequence data sheets. Other methods include behavioral observations by evaluator, staff records, and information provided by or elicited from staff, student, and family. 

Historical analysis:

The main concern the family expressed was that when he is overwhelmed or stressed out, he shuts down with difficult tasks. He needs to learn how to use feeling words and talk about how he is feeling. He also needs better understanding of consequences for his actions. He can be very self-conscious, shy, and has a low self-esteem. He needs a lot of movement and responds to coaching and encouragement. He can react by pushing people. He loves skateboarding.

Summary of information provided by various interviews and report/record reviews:

Mrs. Caring, his Science teacher, noted that he is often distracted in class. She felt it was difficult for him to read much of the material used so he tended to "drift" while he was working.  She also noted that it takes him a long time to copy the objective from the board, not to mention any notes or writing being done in class. Directions often need to be given several times.  He has tried to participate, though he speaks very softly. She stated that his homework was not always turned in.

Mrs. Goodness, his reading & language arts teacher, reported that he started out very positively, but then began to exhibit some inappropriate behaviors such as not following directions, calling out inappropriate comments (this is stupid), and making fun of another student. Mrs. Goodness moved his seating and has found that his behavior has immensely improved since then. She also stated that all his homework had been turned in on time and that his work demonstrated thought and effort. 

In Art, Mrs. Artistic noted that he works better when separated from particular peers. She felt that they acted out to show off for each other. He was making faces and seemed unable to focus. Since moving his seat, she has noted some improvement.

His mother reports that it seems like he is enjoying school. Her opinion is that he likes changing classes and that now nobody knows he’s in special class. She feels that it takes pressure off him.  In the beginning of the year, he had some reported trouble at support but recently she received a positive phone call home from that teacher. 
This evaluator observed the student on 10/17/2005 in Mrs. Goodness’s class. He came in on time and Mrs. Goodness delivered positive behavior specific praise (Good job coming on time). He wrote down his homework while the class listened to a story on tape. When the story was finished, the teacher asked the students to put all their doodling away. Sample refused and stated “No”. Mrs. Goodness calmly restated the direction and Sample put his doodling away. Later on, he took out his doodling again and Mrs. Goodness asked him to put it away. He refused again and put it on his lap. Mrs. Goodness gave him the choice of putting it in his desk or taking it away. He then took notes. He called a peer “stupid” and juggled a marker in the air, later drawing on himself. While some of these behaviors were inappropriate, their duration was brief, resolved quickly, and took up no more than 3 minutes of the entire 42 minute observation. 
Previous Behavior Interventions:

Strengths:

Sample can be a capable and willing student. He has demonstrated his ability to work hard and turn in tasks. 
Notes: Based upon observations & interviews, Sample does not need a formal behavior intervention plan. However, there are some strategies that have been noted to work already with him as well as some that may be potentially useful. 
Behavior Intervention Recommendations and Strategies

Antecedent procedures:

1. As stated in Sample’s IEP, he has difficulty with written tasks. Because of this, it may be beneficial to offer him guided notes (where he fills in words rather than copying the whole thing) or giving him a copy of notes to follow along with. This may allow him to better focus on the actual instruction rather than on copying down written material.
2. Sample continues to benefit from seating arrangements that minimize distractions from peers and peer attention. 

Skill Acquisition: 

3. Sample may benefit from Social Skills Instruction that is designed to help him deal with ignoring distractions, making & maintaining healthy friendships, and coping stress or anger. 
Reinforcement:

4. Sample would continue to benefit from behavior specific positive social praise (“I like the way you are following along in your book”, “That was great problem-solving”)
Consequence:

5. When Sample may exhibit inappropriate noises or non-compliance, it may be beneficial for him to fill out a hassle log or a go through a problem-solving process. This will enable to take an active role in decision-making and responsibility.
Evaluation Procedures:

6. At this time, a formal behavior plan is not being recommended. Measurement will be based upon staff and parent observations. If Sample becomes involved in the Timberlane Social Skills Group, the SSRS will be used to measure pre-intervention and during intervention results. 
Materials needed for program implementation: Hassle log, Problem-solving sheet
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Karen Umstead, Behavioral Specialist




The problem is: 
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	Questions
	Solution 1:
	Solution 2: 
	Solution 3:
	Solution 4

	Is it safe?
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	How might people feel?
	Happy
	Sad
	Happy
	Sad
	Happy
	Sad
	Happy
	Sad

	
	Angry
	Other:             .
	Angry
	Other:             .
	Angry
	Other:             .
	Angry
	Other:             .

	Is it fair?
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Will it work?
	Yes
	No
	Maybe
	Yes
	No
	Maybe
	Yes
	No
	Maybe
	Yes
	No
	Maybe

	Good solution?
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No


I will try solution #  
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Hassle Log

Date:
	What happened?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone said something I didn’t like

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone took something of mine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone told me to do something

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone was doing something I didn’t like

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone started fighting with me

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 



	Who?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Another student 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Another adult 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 



	Where were you?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Classroom 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hallway

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lunchroom


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bathroom

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Office (Main office, CST)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other 



	What did you do? (check ALL that apply)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hit other student or staff

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Walked away 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Made verbal threat "I'm going to hit you "

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Told adult

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Made inappropriate comment “You’re stupid”

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Talked it out calmly

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Screamed

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ignored it

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threw something

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Told another student

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 



	How did you handle yourself?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Terrible job   FORMCHECKBOX 
Not so good    FORMCHECKBOX 
Okay    FORMCHECKBOX 
Good   FORMCHECKBOX 
Great


	How angry were you?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Very mad       FORMCHECKBOX 
A little mad      FORMCHECKBOX 
Not mad at all (calm)



	What will you do better next time?
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